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This Wonderful
Easy Way to Play

MONICA'

us th iy
Besthrnonics

JOHN, | DIDN'T KNOW YOU
COULD PLAY HARMONICA'
IT MUST HAVE TAKEN YEARS
TO PLAY LIKE THAT!

FOR ONLY

Thousands who
couldn’t play a tune
are now popular en-

HERE'S WHAT YOU GET:

1. This full size professional hand tuned harmon-
ica with solid brass plates and bronze reeds to
give it a beautiful tone.

2. Hoppy’s unbelievable new simple method of
playing the harmonica with actual pictures to
show you how. Endorsed by the stars of radio tertainers thanks to

and records. . the amazing Hoppy

3. Over 100 speciaily selected popular songs, com- method of playing
plete with words and music so that you can the harmonica. You
sing and play right along with your favorite too, can gain popu-
radio programs and records. Each song is larity and earn extra
marked with numbers so you can play on sight. money.

[X IRA and free of extra charge — for a limited time if you

order now, we will include a miniature harmonica
that actually plays yet it is no bigger than a postage stamp. P A%

S

AL R A WEEK LATER
WON FIRST PRIZE! i ‘/' (1s1) >
WE GUARANTEE | W 2 o
S 14 you can hum or whistle a tune — gt "

THINK OF ALL THE %
& knoo a single note of m

NOTATALL! | ORDERED HOPPY'S SPECIAL
HARMONICA COURSE MONDAY~—AND
HERE | AM PLAYING

POPULAR SONGS ALREADY!

iy

ROV

.i" _.

FUN AND EXTRA : ’,;:
MONEY HE'S MAKING ¢
S fgen if you dony ica Course will show you how to
o S 's” Harmonica Cou : j--7Y
= pfu‘;'p!r;{e.haf;':nlr:r o5 MINUTES — OR MONEY B

SEND FOR THIS BARGAIN OFFER TODAY

You must act now as this offer is for a limited time only,
Just send your name and address on a penny postcard. Your
beautiful key of C professional metal harmonica, Hoppy's
complete book of instructions, the selection of over 100 songs
and if you act now, the miniature harmonica will be mailed
at once. On arrival pay the postman just $1.98 plus C.0.D.
and postage. ‘Keep it for 7 days on a free trial offer. If you
are not satisfied, return it and your money will be refunded
at once. If you wish to save costly C.0.D. postage, enclose

I'M GOING TO SEND
FOR HOPPY'S SPECIAL
HARMONICA RARGAIN

SPECIAL HARMONICA OFFER COUPON

HOPKINSON CORFORATION, Dept. 252 [ |
75 E. Wacker Drive, Chicago 1, lllinois |
Please rush your special bargain harmonica offer at [ ]
once. I will pay postman $1.98 plus C.0.D. postage on

arrival. If not delighted, I will return within 7 days for .
refund of purchase price. (Cash with order, Hoppy = - "\'5‘3'
postage.) g

$1.98 with your order and Hoppy will send it to you postpaid. h loa
Remember this is a limited time offer so ordc?oné)w— Send C.0.D. plus postage. g:r:d ;:tsv -
TODAY. =
Namle y i
HOPKINSON CORPORATION A *
apt. 252 \I5'E. Wacker Drive  Chicago 1, Illinois Sy Bone State '
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ACROSS THE ARID FLAINS, HIS A BLACK MASK COVERED AND FROM THE OFPOSITE | GREEN-GARBED AND YELIOW
HORSES HOOFS KICKING UP THE UPPER PART OF HIS 'DIRECTION, RIDING TO [ MASKED, DEADLY AND VENEM-
OUST TO HERALD HIS COMING, FACE BUT IT COULDN'T THE SAME DESTINATION, $ OUS AS THE NAME Hfmﬁ'ﬁ !

1’.4 RED-SHIRTED RIDER THUND- HIDE THE GRIM INTENT THERE CAME ANOTHER THIS WAS THE ARCH FOE OF
rEﬁED TO A RENDEZVOUS WITH N THE EYES OFiii e THE MASKED MARSHAL i
FATE 1 BLACK DIAMOND! ? o [ TME SCORPION:u.

FOR THIS WAS A RENDEZVOUS THAT WAS DESTINED TO BE EVER SINCE THE PATHS OF THESE TWO CROSSED, ONE A
FIGHTER FOR LAW AND ORDER IN THE OLD WEST, AND THE OTHER THE MOST FORMIDABLE OUTLAW THAT EVER
RULED WITH A SIX-GUN! NOW THE DIE WAS CAST, THIS WAS THE SHOWDOWN! GONE WERE THEIR SUPPORTERS'

THEIR HOLSTERS WERE EMPTY OF GUNS! THIS WAS A CONTEST BETWEEN NOT ONLY TWO MEN..BUT BETWEEN
LAW AND ORDER w AND THE VICIOUS RECKLESSNESS OF B TRY AND RULE BY TERROR! NOW THEY MET,

THESE TWO,AND ALL OF THE WEST SEEMED TO DRAW ITS BREATH AS THEY CAME FACE TO FACE ANOw:

o

" ‘ " '- .
% I

IT'S THE SCORPIONT ITS ACINCH OUR
THAT MEANS LIFE AND DEATH TO BOTH THESE ANTAGONIST.

N ISN'T ANYBODY EVER SHERIFF WON'TS
WE HAVE TO GO BACK IN TIME AND PLACE.. TD A STREET IN GONNA SsTOP HIMT HE'S TOO oLD
LOREDO WHEN A RAGING INFERNO BROKE LOOSE AT DAWN TO DO ANY'THING?
A w.e'{_{_ BEFORE .,

COoME oNz': LETS
€TOR 'EM? THEY ROBAED GET OUTTA OUR WAY posoi By Bt
THE BANK AN' SHOT THE

o’ 5
OR WE'LL BLAST ALL CFY L R OWN POSER
CASHIERT : OF YUHT . — el




[ XN A FEW MINUTES THE YELLS OF THE TOWNSMEN AS THEY
CHARGED DOWN THE STREET ANNOUNCE THE DETERMINATION
OF AN AROUSED PEOPLE TO TAKE MATTERS INTO THEIR OWN
HAND S i AND A TIRED OLD MAN WITH A TIN STAR WATCHES
FROM THE WINODOW OF HIS OFFICE, WATCHES WITH WEARY,
SAD EYES, HIS MUSCLES CRIPPLED BY AGE AND SICKNESSw

I WiSH I COULDA \ You CAN'T SHERIFF,, EVEN IF YOU

GONE WITH EM w WANTED TO YUH KNOW WHAT YUHD

LIKE L USER TOr EIND OUT IF YUH UNMASKED THE
SCORPIONT -

SHERIFF TIM DOLAN TURNS FROM THE WINDOW TO COW-
FRONT HIS OLD FRIEND, JASPER MAYS, THE TOWN VAGRANT
AND THE ONLY MAN WHO UNDERSTANDS HE

YEAH, JASPER” LET SOMEBODY '\ WHO CAN FIGURE, TIMY
ELSE BRING HIM INI L L CAN'T | YUH GOT A BIG PROS-
DO ITZ IT'D KiLL MET BUT WHY LEM ON YORE HANDS
DID HE HAVE TO TURN OUT TH wBIG ENOUGH FOR A
WAYT WHY? 2 BIG MAN /, BLACK

_ il DIAMOND, FER INSTANCE?)
WM\ MED KNOW WHAT TO po!

BLACK DiAMONDT
HIM AN’ THE SCORPIONS
NATURAL ENEMIES”
HOW COULD AME

SUPPOSE |  TALL AND STAIWART, A MASKED MAN

YOU LET | STANDS IN THE DOORWAY, HIS KEEN
ME EYES FLASHING FROM ONE MAN TO

FGURE THE OTHER! THERE IS A MOMENT OF

SILENCE AND THEN HE SPEAKS .

BUT ALL CONVERSATION AND EXPLANAT-
JONS ARE CUT DEAD WITH THE SOUND
OF HORSEMEN AND SHOUTING OUTSIDE!

YOU MENTIONED
MY NAME AND THE
SCORPION. WHATS
ITALL ABOUT,

-

THE FACES OF THE RIDERS ARE GRIM AND FLUSHED AS THEY
CONFRONT THE SHERIFF! THERE 15 THE LW RUMBLE OF
ANGRY TONES AMONG THE MEN WAITING FOR THEIR
LEADER TO SPEAK THEN BILL BLAKE HOLDS HIS RIGHT
HAND HIGH! IN IT HE HOLDS A LIVID SCARLET NECKERCHIEF!

THE SCORPION GOT AWAY, SHERIFE? BUT WE GOT SOMETHING
ONE OF HIS MEN DROPPED? TH/S 18 IT. SHNERIEE? 11/
RECOGNIZE 1TEWHOOOLS I7T BELONG JO7
OV MAN W THE COUNTY WEARS THIS COLOR
NECKERCHIEFY? JTERRY 11 YOUR SON?

ITS NOTHING,
DIAMOND.

ITS
AND IF YUH
WONT TELL’

g/

THE SHERIFF™S FACE TURNS PALE UNDER THE BURNT SKIN!
HE 1S A MAN CAUGHT IN A TRAP FROM WHICH THERE IS NO
ESCAPE! THEN HE HOLDS HIS HEAD MIGH RS HE REPLIESw

ITAIN'T ENOUGH \ /T8 ENOCUBHN FOR US? /TS
EVIDENCE TO ENOUGH TO PROVE THAT THE
CONVICT A MAN? / SCORPION 1S YORE OWN SONF
M mmmﬂemﬂs

STAR?
_/




QUICK AS THE SNAP OF A WHIF, THE MASKED MARSHAL IS IE YOU THINK YOUNG JERRY'S

FAIR ENOUGH? BUT W&
AT THE SIDE OF BANKER ROGERS, TAKING THE STAR FROM THE SCORPION, ARREST HIM AIN'T TRUSTIN' DOLAN
HIM! EVERYONE FREEZES M THE INTERFERENCE OF BLACK AND LET HIM BE TRIED BE- To PICK UP HIS OWN
DIAMOND AND THE AR GROWS EVEN MORE ELECTRIC

SONI WE'LL TRY HIM
AND HANG HIM BY

FORE A JUDGE AND JURY?
WITH TENSION! WHATEVER HAPPENS, HiS

' = | DADS NOT RESPONSIBLE?

TRY ANY EUNNY STUFE AND

YOU ALL ANSWER TOME "

THAT'S NO WAY TO
FIRE A SHERIPF, ROGERS "

AND THAT S NO WAY TO
ACT, DIAMOND I SOME FOLKS
LIABLE T THINK YORE IN
CAHOOTS WITH THE SCORPION,
i, Tca.-

ONCE MORE THE POSSE RIDES OFF.: TOWARD THE HOME OF AND ONCE MORE THE TWO GREAT FRIENDS RIDE AS THE
THE DOLAN S 1 AND AN OLD MAN SEES HIS WHOLE UIFE FALL CHAMPION OF LAW, ORDER AND JUSTICE SEEKS THE

APART BEFORE HIMu TRUTH TO THE RIDDLE OF THE SCORPION!
THANKS FOR WHAT YUH AIN'T THERE GET OUR GOT ANY IDEAS, \ AFEW BUMPER? I KNEW JERRY”
TRIED TO DO BLACK SOMETHING HORSES, DIAMOND £ HE MADE A MISTAKE AS A KID AND
DIAMOND. BUT ITS NO YUH KIN Do, BUMPER? - PAID FOR ITZL CAN'T BELIEVE HEBS
USE? MY BOYS ALWAYS DIAMDOND T THE SCORPION'BUT YOU NEVER
BEEN A BAD ONEB AND YuH @oT CAN TELL, FIRST OFE WE TRALK
HE CAME HOMA FROM ‘Tl DAWN? DOWN THE PLACE WHEBRE THEY
PRISON THE SAME FOUND THE RED KEBRCHEE?
TIME THE SCORPION HEARD A FELLOW 8AY IT WAS
SHOWED UP IN. T AT BAGLE PASSE”

THESE PARTS, A ‘ o -

[

EAGLE PASS! GATEWAY TO OUTLAW COUWTRY, THE MOUNTAIN
HIDEOUT OF GUNMAN AND BANDITS SINCE THE BEGINNING OF

THE WEST.1 AND HERE BLACK DIAMOND FINDS THE CLUE HE
WAS' LOOKING FOR 1t

THE TRAIL OF THE SCORPIONS \ GUESS THEY FIGURED
MEN GOES ON PAST THE PASS, | THEYD HAVE THEIR MAN
BUMPER? WONDER WHY THE 8Y GETTING JERRY”
POSSE DIDN'T FOLLOW GOT TO HURRY, PARENER |
THROVUGH? wszlegg ALL




THERE 1S NO INDICATION OF THE WAITING BUSHWACKERS? YOU FOOLP WE HWHAD BN
UNSUSPECTINGL, THE MASKED MARSHAL AND HIS PARD RIGHT IN THE PALM OF
RIDE TOWARD THE AMBUSH 11 AND INTO THE TRAP OF OUR HAND AND YUN
OEATH! THEN, AN OVER-EAGER HENCHMAN OF THE LET HIM GET AWAYY .
SCORPION CLICKS BACK THE HAMMER OF HIS GUN! WELL NEVER FIN.
IT 1S ONLY A SLIGHT SOUND BUT THE ALERT EARS HIM NOW? "
OF BLACK DIAMOND PICK IT UP AND m

SCATTER,

CONFUSED BY THE VARIOUS CRIES FROM BEHIND THE ROCKS, THE GUNMEN DON'T KNOW WHICH WAY TO SHOOT AND MILL
'f,«ﬁ% r{gﬂ%agg%rrlqm ONLY THE SCORPION IS COOL, WAITING WITH TWO GUNS COQKED AND READY! AND HE DOESN'T

LEAVE THE SCORPION 8
FOR ME, SUMPERT U GALOOTSY
YOU NANDLE THE

RESTY

THE CHARGE OF BLACK DIAMONDS MIGHTY STALLION LOOK BEHIND YOU? THIS 1S ONE TME THE CARDS ARE STACKED
DISTRACTS THE AIM OF THE DEADLY SCORPION AND AGAINET YOU” MY BOYS HOLD ALL THE ACEG . THEIR SX-GUNS
THE NEXT MINUTE THE OUTLAW LEADER FINDS wAND WE BEAT THE DIAMOND” LET UP OR YOUR PAL DIES?
HIMSELF OVERPOWERELD B ARSHAL! M s S

—— - s s BUMPER?

FUNNY HOW WE X THATS RIGHTT ToO
KEEP BUMPING SMALL FOR BOTH OF
INTO EACH OTHER, UL YOU'VE GOT TO

EH, SCORPIONZ ITS GO, BLACK PDIAMOND.,
A SMALL WORLD?! ;




SO A VALIANT TRY FAILS AND THE TWO
ARTNERS FIND THEMSELYES THE PRIS-

ONERS OF THE MOST CUNNINE AND RUTH-
LESS FOE THEYVE EVER FACEDw

BUT AT LEAST YOU'D BE ALIVE TO
CARRY ONI WHAT GOOD DOES THIS
DOZ WE GOT NO CHANCE TOGET
AWAY AT ALL 7 THE SCORPIONS GOT
US GOOD AND PROPER S WE KNOW

YOU SEE THAT, MENS I'M THE
BIGGEST MAN IN THE WEST, BET,
BAR NONE? WHEN YUH BEAT | SCORPION.
BLACK DIAMOND, YUH BEAT .

THE BESTZ SO YUH DIDNT,
YOU COULDA GoT IR WE GO, WE HE AIN'T JERRY BUT EVEN IF WEDQ] | DO WRONG TAKIN'UP : ALOT
AWAY DIAMOND, BUT GO THE WAY WE KNOW, ITS TOO = WITH ME!
YUH GAVE UP COUNTA LIVED, BUMPER, LATE TO DO _/ I'M NOT SO SURE
MEZIT DON'T DO wTOGETHERS

ANY THING

ABOUT THAT,
ABOUT IT!

PARDNER Y ==
LISTEN 1z

NO GCOD THISAWAYY

YUP? AN' $0 DO HIS MEN? THAT'S
HOW THEM THERE OUTLAWS IDEA F HEY, SCORPIONF
ARE " THEY'LL FOLLOW ANY MAN

I WANT TO TALK
THAT PROVES HE'S TOUGHER & 7o VOUAMo Yyoue |
AN’ GOT MORE RAW NERVE ke
THAN ANYBODY ELSE’ FINALLY s .
GETTIN' YOU -- PROVES HE'S
THE TOUGHEST: .-

AND THAT GIVES ME AN THE SCORPION AND HIS MEN STAND BEFORE THE BOUND LAW-

MEN! THERE IS ABOUT HIS VERY SWAGGER AND MANNER THE
AIR OF THE CONQUEROR . OF THE MAN WHO CAN'T BE STORFED
mAND HIS MEN LOOK AT HIM IN SHEER ADMIRATION!

Z%L DO THE TALKING DIAMOND! GUESS YUH WANT TO
KNOW WHAT THIS IS ALL ABOUTr WELL, BEFORE YOU DIE,
I'LL TELLYOU,, BUT IT WON'T DO YoU ANY GOOD? JERRY

DOLAN WAS FRAMED TO MAKE IT LOOK LIKE HE WAS EITHER
ME OR ONE OF MYGMG.

BuT wﬂ\!?

SOMEBODY IN TOWN WANTS

HIS OLO MAN OUT OF THE WAY!/ QUITE?
HE WANTS TO BE SHERIFF WHO
SO THAT HIM AND ME CAN 1SIT

RUN THIS TOWN QUR WAY!
THEY AINT GONNA KEEP A
GHERIFF WHOSE SON'S
GONNA BE HANGEDAS A
KILLER OUTLAW! i

_ SATISFIEDPT

I AIN'T GOIN' THAT FAR, DIAMOND?

BESIDES, IT'S TIME FOR YOU ANP

YORE PARDNER TO LEAVE Us 'GOT
- AN\' LA6T WORDS 7 :

You BUILD YOURSELF UP TO YOUR
GANG AS A BRAVE MAN,BUT T'LL ~
TELL YOU WHAT You ARE,,, YOU'RE
THE YELLOWEST COYOTE WEST O’
THE PBCOS AND I CAN PROVE IT?

THE SCORPION'S MEN STARE IN SHOCK!
BLACK DIAMOND NEVER SPOKE IDLE !
WORDS AND THEY KNOW IT! NOW THEY

WAIT TENSELY FOR THE SCORPION'S
RERLY TO THE GHALLENGE! | (5]

-



BLAEK DIAMOND REALIZES HE HAS HIT HOME! THE AIR
CRACKLES WITH SILENT SUSPENSE AS THEY ALL WATCH
THE SCORPION TO SEE HOW HE WILL REACT! THE OUTLAWS
TRIGGER FINGER TIGHTEN ON THE GUN! TWO BLASTS AND
HE WILL BE RID FOREVER OF HIS GREATEST FOESm BUT HE
CAN'T PULL THE TRIGGER NOW! NOT WITH THIS DEFIANCE
HURLED AT HIM! HE CANNOT LEAVE THE CHALLENGE
UNANSWERED! HIS MEN WILL DOUBT HIM.FOREVER! THENm

YOU ACT TOUGH AND TALK TOUGH TO IMPRESS YOUR GANG »
BUT LOOK AT YOUr HERE YOU STAND W(TH TWO GUNS READY
TO SHOOT DOWN TWO TIED UP AND DEFENSELESS MENT
EVEN AN OUTLAW KNOWS THAT'S NOT FAIR AND SQUARET
WHAT KIND OF BRAVE MAN IS IT THATD DO THAT? LOOK

AT YOUR MEN, SCORPION, WOULD THEY FOLLOWA LEADER
WHO'S THAT MUCH OF A SIDEWINDERZ

THERE'S ONLY ONE WAY
TO PROVE YOU'RE NOT
YELLOW..: THAT YOU'RE
MAN ENOUGH TO BE
THEIR LBADER ”

NAME IT AND
I'LL D@ ITr

P L

e e

HIS MOVEMENTS ARE A BLUR SO FAST THE EYE CANNOT
FOLLOW! IN AN INSTANT HE'S GRABBED TWO GUNS FROM
THE DAZED OUTLAWS AND ALACED HIMSELF BETWEEN
THEM AND THE OTHERS!

FIGHT ME MAN TO MAN? NO GUNS? NO
ONE TO HELP YOU OR ME” JUST US TWO,
SCORPIONT ARE YOU MAN ENOUGH
FOR THAT s OR ARE “YOU T0O SCARED?]

DROPL EM AND UNTIE MY PARDNER?E MY CHALL-
L ENEE SVIL GORS, SCORYON AND 1L MEET YOU
AT BAGLE PASE IN AN HOUR Y ALONE AND LN
EBOLF MAN TO MANT FAIL TO SHOW UP TNAT way
AND YOUR GANG LL FIN/ISH YOU OFE THEW g
SELVES? 8UT FRST .rve Gor ANO rNM g

BUT THE SECOND HE'S UNTIED,IT IS
BLACK DIAMOND HIMSELF WHO TURNS
TRICK Y

UNT/IE HIM,

IN MINUTES BLACK DIAMOND AND BUMFPER ARE HEADED FOR
THE COURTHOUSE AND THE GALLOWS BEHIND IT WHERE THEY
KNOW THE EXECUTION OF YOUNG JERRY DOLAN IS TO TAKE
PLACE AT DAWNL WITH THUNDERING HOOFS THEY RACE THE

 SUNuw AND AN UNJUST DEATH!

RIDE NWARL) BUMPER? /5 WE BUT I STILL
DON T GET TMERE /1N TIME ALl DOoNT SAWYY,
WAL BE WASTED A

AN INVOCEBNY uﬁ#f




HOLD IT BOYST 8LACK LET% HEAR THANKS BILLZ YEAH, ROGERS?
YOoUu'mE HANG- O/IAMONDY?| | WHAT HE'S GENTS, WHEN THE HOW COME 2 you
ING TNE WRONG | Y l:’ mﬂ; SCORPION ROBB-

[

AND WHAT DECENT, LAW ABIDING CITIZEN

GOT TO SAYS

RIPPED THE= TIN STAR FROM DOLAN'S

CHESTT AND WHO RUSHED THE TRIAL THROUGH

50 THERE'D BE NO CHANGE OF ANYTHING
COMING UP TO DISPROVE THE CHARGE
AGAINST JERRY 7 IT WAS YOU EVERY

TIME, WASN'T IT; ROGER

X/

ED THE BANK, HOW
COME HE DIDN'T

SHOOT BANKER RAN RIGHT

WERE RIGHT IN
THEIR LINE OF
FIRE AND YUH

AFTER 'EMZL

! )
Sk akbuaaL Lkl

Ix~IDONT THAT'S IT, BUSHWHACKERY? \ TILL KHL YUHT
KNOW WHAT I RECKONED YoU'D CRACK IFL DOON'T KNOW NOW
YORE KEPT AT YOU LONG ENOUGHZT YOU ROUND OUT
ATA;:(:N:: i ASourAlL me,
BoUTI L UT ZTLL ATLL L
RESPECTABLE| HOLD IT ROGERS ?

MAN w

TAKE CARE OF HIM,
SHERIFF! HE'S IN

CAHOOTS WITH THE
SCORPION TO GET
You OUT AS SHER-

T'LL TAKE GOOP
CARE OF HIM
w BUT WHERE
ARE YOuUr
GON'ZT

IVE GOT A RENDEZVOUS
WITH THE SCORPION AT
EAGLE PASS /1 MAN

. TO MANZ DIREC TIONun

I'M STILL SHERES
HERE AND

UN

YORE _
DER ARREST!

AND WHILE BLACK DIAMOND SPAEEDS
70 EAGLE PASS, THE SCORPION 1S
.- SPEEDING THERE FROM THE OTHER

FIGHTS

GOT TO MEET Wik ON HIS TERMS J =
P OR MY OWN MEN'LL GET ME,» N
BUT THERE'S MORE THAN ONE
WAY FOR A SCORPION TO




'NOW THEY FACE EACH OTHER AT LAST
UNARMED AND WITH BARE FISTS! BOTH
MEN ARE SILENT, EVERY OUNCE OF

ENERGY CONCENTRATED ON THE TASK
AHEADu

THEN THEY RUSH LIKE TWO BULLS
OF THE PAMPAS IN COMBAT! FISTS
POUND, LEGS FLY AND BLACK DIA-
MOND AND THE SCORPION BATTLE
FOR THE SUPREMACY OF THE WEST!

THE SCORPION 1S DESPERATE! WITHOUP)
STORING HIS STRENGTH,HE THROWS
EVERYTHING INTO THE FIRST CHARGE
AND FORCES THE MASKED MARSHAL
BACK UNDER SHEER POWER!

BUT BLACK DIAMOND RESISTS THE ONSLAUGHT, DEFENDING
HIMSELF WITHOUT STRIKING BACK WHILE HIS ENEMY THROWS »
PUNCH AFTER PUNCH AT HIM, EACH WEAKER AND WEAKER

 OFF A GLOVE ANDus
THAN THE ONE BEFORE! THEN, FOR ONE BRIEF SECOND, THE

HE REELS, STAGGERS AND FALLS! AND WHILE BLACK DIAMOND
WAITS FOR HIM TO RISE TO HIS FEET, THE SCORFPION RIFS

OUTLAW, EXHAUSTED, HESITATES! IT IS THEN THAT BLACK
d pfAMOND .ST MS‘ il ONC.’:T

IM A-GONNA GET YOU ANYWAY,
DIAMONDY? DIDN'T THINK I'D
FIGHT YOU FAIR AND SQUARE
AND MAN TO MAN,

W& DIDN'T? THATS
WHY WE CAME ALONG?

DID YUH?

HIGHTAIL IT OUTTA HERE,

DIAMOND! YUH PROVED HE

WAS YELLAHZ WE'LL TAKE
CARE O HIMT

S0 ANOTHER INCIDENT ENDS IN THE
SAGA OF BLACK DIAMOND, THE MASK-
ED MARSHAL OF THE WEST, BUT HE
KNOWS THAT ALL OF THE STORY
HASN'T ENDED YETu

AND THAT'S WHAT HAPPENED, BUMPERY
HIS OWN MEN TURNED AGAINST HIMZ
EVEN THEY COULDN'T FOLLOW A
YELLOW COYOTEr

LISTENS

BLACK DIAMOND? \ TS5 THE
LISTENTZ LM STIHL SCORPION?
ALIVESL GOTAWAY | BUT WHY YUH
FROM THOSE RATS GRINNIN'E
AND I GETTI
ANOTNER GANG IM GLAD
AND COMIN* ;‘5% fkléﬁ.'
M’“ .
yew, THEY LEFT
HIM FOR ME.
SOMEDAY,
SOMEWHERE,
WE'LL MEET

AGAINT




THE WESTERN AIR HANSS HEAVY AND COLD? THE VAST REACHES OF THE THOUSAND - ACRE CIRCLE~-STAR
RANCH ARE COVERED WITH THE DEADLY WHITE BLANKET OF WINTER SNOW? THE WIND IS BITTER AND BITING
AS THE TEMPERATURE PLUNGES TO THIRTY DEGREES BELOW FREEZING! IT SEEMS THAT NO LIVING THING CAN
ENDURE AGAINST THE TORTUROUS COLD BUT A DOZEN HEAD OF STEER HUDDLE TOGETHER FOR PROTECTION,
STRAYED FROM THE MAIN HERD. NOW THE LEADER LIFTS HIS HEAD AS OVER THE RIDGE COMES A BAND OF
HORSEMEN LED BY A HOODED RIDER! THE STEER SHAKE OFF THE BONDS OF FROZEN MUSCLE AND IN DESPER-
ATION SEEK TO ESCAPE THE STAMPEDE THAT IS HEADING FOR THEM AND A GRIM EPISODE OF OUTLAWRY AND

BLAZING SIX-GUNS BEGINS...

SWIFT HOOFS DENT THE
SNOWY A LASSO LOOPS
THROUGH THE TANGY AIR...

THE LEADER IS BROUGHT
UP SHORT, THE ROPE TAUT,
AND CRASHES TO THE
GROUND?

INSTANTLY, RIDERS ARE
BESIDE IT, RED-HOT IRONS
READY WHILE THE STEER
IS MADE HELPLESS !

A THIN SLITHER OF
SMOKE,THE SHARP ODOR
OF SINGED FLESH AND
FUR...AND THE DEED IS

TR A
__ \§\\ ‘Q?\;«\
3

‘“.‘\-_ \ .\- e ..-;' \.

S
&Y

¥,
;‘5,"5 v

THE CATTLE OF THE CIRCLE~STAR HERD ARE NOW BRANDED WITH THE MARK OF THE DESPERADOYf THIS
IS THE SIGN-OF THE DECLARATION OF OUTLAW WAR/f THIS IS...




NICE GOIN', SCORPION! | YES/AND
THAT OUGHTA MAKE |AS SOON
OLD MAN JONAS KNOW | AS HE
YUH MEAN BUSINESS! ['GIVES IN,
ITHE OTHER

THIS TIME OF YEAR ,THE CATTLE ARE
ALL SCATTERED ALL OVER THE WIN-
TER RANGE. IF JONAS AND THE OTH-
ERS DON'T PAY ME OFF, ITLL BE

EASY FOR US TO SLAUGHTER THEIR
STOCK! AND MY BRAND'LL SHOW

'‘EM HOW EASY WE CAN EET TO THE
CATTLE! YESSIR,BOYS/ IT'LL BEA
MleHTY EASY DEAL ALL AROUND FOR |
— UNLESS BLACK

DIAMOND CATCHES
UP WITH US/

THE RIGHT FIST OF THE SCOR~
PION LASHES OUT...

?'\\\x“\\\\\f&\f‘\\\\ﬁ\\\;}“

DON'T MENTION THAT NAME )
AROUND ME, MULE/ I DON'T
WANT TO THINK ABOUT HIM/

FALL IN
} LINE,TOO!

I GAVE UP FIGHTING HIM/ I COULDN'T GET ANYPLACE
WITH HIM AROUND. THAT'S WHY I LEFT HIS TERRITORY
AND CAME HERE/ WE'RE A THOUSAND MILES NORTH
OF HIS STAMPING GROUNDS ,,,AND A THOUSAND MILES
AWAY FROM HIM..» SO I DON'T WANT TO HEAR ANY
MORE TALK AROUT BLACK DIAMOND/ YOU Hajg/

D 5 on( SURE, SCORPION.
AR ﬂ‘w — N

NS &% N\
NV B
NN 7/ E

4 I HEAR...
P,
N

o
NN 57

THEN THE RIDERS MOUNT THEIR HORSES AND
LEAVE, HOOFS THUDDING HOLLOWLY AGAINST
THE FROZEN SNOW! THEIR DESTINATION NOW IS
THE CIRCLE-STAR RANCH HOUSE TO DELIVER
THEIR ULTIMATUM FOR PROTECTION TRIBUTE /
AND THE SCORPION SITS TALL IN THE SADDLE
WITH PRIDE ” AT LAST HE CAN RULE AN OUTLAW
DOMAIN' AT LAST HE CAN RIDE ROUGH -SHOD OVER
LAW AND ORDER’ HIS ENEMY IS A THOUSAND
MILES AWAY! 2

AR \.\\\\\\\\\& {“\\Q:V\\ \\‘V_\\’\\ TT-—-..—" N -‘.“a:‘
r\\,_ \\\-\:\:\\ §\t§® ool "\é\ Nl \

BUT THE INSTANT THEY TURN
THEIR BACKS AND ARE GONE,
ANOTHER RIDER, A LONE ONE,
COMES UP OVER THE RISE IN THE

HE HALTS AND STUDIES THE
TELL-TALE MARKS IN THE SNOW,
SNIFFS THE BURNT ODOR THAT
STILL REMAINS IN THE AIR... AND
THE WHOLE PICTURE IS CLEAR TO

FACE OF...BLACK DIANOND?

THEN A SMILE, COLD AS THE
WINTER AIR, CROSSES THE LEAN




NOW THE TIME IS NIGHT ! THE RANCH=~ HOUSE
OF THE CIRCLE~-STAR IS SHROUDED IN SLEEP! NO
HINT OF DANGER TOUCHES THE AIR ABOUT IT..BUT
THE SCORPION IS AT WORK, SURROUNDING IT, OVER —
COMING THE HANDS ON NIGHT DUTY... AND THEN
STORMING INTO THE BEDROOM OF OLD JONAS, SIX-
GUNS TRIGGERED AND READY/

THE SCorRP/ON./ | | THAT'S MY NAME, JONAS/

: YOU KNOW MY BUSINESS!
READY TO ACCEPT MY TERMS,
KILL OFF YOUR HERD 7

NO! PLEASE! I'M AN OLD MAN! I CAN'T FIGHT YOU!
I'LL PAY YOU OFF, ONLY PLEASE DON'T HURT MY

I -
?Lg%'fqéfm YOU'RE SMART, JONAS, ,AND
g I YOU BETTER TELL THE OTHER
sop il oy RANCHERS TO BE AS SMART AS

YOU ARE, TOO! NOW: HAND
OVER. THE MONEY/

THE GREENBACKS CHANGE
HANDS Y THE SCORPION STARTS

THEN A GASP ESCAPES HIM AND
HE DROPS TH‘ MONEY AS IF IT

TO COUNT THE MONEY ,HIS EYES
BLAZING THROUGH THE SLITTED
HOOD IN GREED...

{ SEVEN HUNDRED
EIGHT HUNDRED.~

WERE AFL AME'

WHAT'S THE
MATTER, BOSS 2

LISTEN, JONAS! YOU CAN'T FOOL ME THIS WAY? YOU
KNOW BLACK DIAMOND'S MY WORST ENEMY, AND YOU
THINK UP THIS TRICK TO MAKE ME THINK HE WAS
IN THESE PARTS! BUT HE'S NOT/ SO PON'T TRY ANY |

’g“ﬁ?igg’s” rNY BUT... I DON'T KNOW HOW IT GOT
: THERE ! I SWEAR/ I..I DON'T
| | WANT ANY TROUBLE

-

ONCE AGAIN THE SCORPION'S BAND IS OFF AND
AWAY TO EXACT TRIBUTE FROM THE OTHER RANCH~-
ERS! AND AS THE THUNDER OF HOOFS DIES OFF, A
FIGURE DETACHES ITSELF FROM THE SHADOW OF
THE BUNKHOUSE ... A MASKED FIGURE WHO LOOKS
AFTER THE OUTLAWS WITH A G ING




DON'T GET SORE, SCORPION .

BUT ARE YOU SURE THAT BLACK
DIAMOND REALLY 1SN'T AROUND?
1 GOT A FUNNY FEELIN' ABOUT /]

THAT GUY.r "I EER THAT UP AND
T'LL GIVE YOU A FUNNIER
ONE.!

PLAINS...

I'VE GOT TO STOP AT
EVERY RANCH IN THE
VALLEY, GET THERE

BEFORE THE SCORP-

BLACK YAMOND.! | 1 KNOW!
BUT THE SCORPION,ALTHOUGH GLAD TO SEE YOU THAT'S WHY
AFFECTING AN AIR OF BRAVADO,IS IN THESE RARTS/ / IM HERE,PETE!
GRATEFUL FOR THE HOOD THAT THE SCORPION'S WANT TO HELP
COVERS THE FEARON HIS FEA~ HERE S ME FIGHTHIM 2
TURES...A FEAR INSPIRED BY THE
MERE MENTION OF BLACK DIAMOND/ g
MEANWHILE, THE ONE WHO INSPIRES =
THAT FEAR IS OFF ON A SILENT
TREK ACROSS THE DARKENED o
=iK| =

R

L

—

FIGHT HIM2 HOW WE GONNA FIGHT THE SCORPION
AND HIS GANG WITHOUT GUNS ? GUNS BEEN OUT-
LAWED IN THIS TERRITORY SINCE THAT NEW MARSHAL,
IAN CARTER, CAME IN/ ONLY OUTLAWS CARRY GUNS

[DIAMOND | YUR DON'T MEAN THE MARSHAL AND THE
SCORPION ARE IN CAHOOTS, DO YUH 2 /

I DON'T KNOW YET, PETE..RUT THERE'S A WAY

—

NOW. EVERYBODY ELSE CHECKS HIS WHEN HE

EN- /

THE SCORPION WAS
How !/

I KNOW! AND THE SCORPION CAME IN

ABOUT THE SAME TIME, RIGHT € HEARD
ABOUT THAT CRAZY LAW, SO I CAME
HERE TO CHECK/! SHOULD HAVE KNOWN | BB
MIXED UP IN IT SOME- )

—

OF REATING THE SCORPION WITHOUT GUNS /
HERE'S MY CALLING CARDS! GIVE ONE TO BVERY
RANCHER, AND WHEN THE SCORPION &&TS TO
HIM, MAKE SURE HE SEES ONE OF THE CARDS!
Bl LEAVE THE REST TO ME/

BLACK DIAMOND HAS ONE MORE
STOP TO MAKE..THE OFFICE OF
MARSHAL IAN CARTER...

CAME TD CHECK MY GUNS, MAR-
SHAL/RUT FIRST,.CAN I SEE A
COPY OF THE LAW THAT SAYS I

€ L _
SHOULD ¥ S0 WORD 1S THE LAW,

Q8 MISTER ! YUH QUESTION
Ny THE WORD OF A MARSHAL 2
B BESIDES, WHAT'RE YUH

Dmu:' WEARIN' A MASK €

[WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE 7 I SEE
YOU DON’'T MIND THE SCORPION
WEARIN' A MASK ., AND YOU LET
HIM AND HIS GANG KEEP THEIR
A S HEIR

THERE'S ONLY ONE MAN
WHO'D KNOW THINGS
LIKE THAT,.. REACH,
BLACK DIAMOND !

SURE » RIGHT FOR )

A
e

 — —
e A
—

By

o . V- A

YOUR CHIN/S




T T W W T T ST P
LISTEN, CARTER,YOU MAY BE MY PARTNER IN THIS, BUT
You TAKE ORDERS FROM ME, UNDERSTAND 2 2 DoN'”
WANT TO HEAR THAT NAME ! AND HE'S NOT W TOWN,
EITHERS YOU MUST HAVE SEEN ONE OF #/S CARDS?
THE RANCHERS ARE TRYING 70 SCARE ME OFF
WITH ‘EM, AND I'M NoT GOING TO SCARE /S0
BET BACK TO YoLR JOB OF KEEPING THE LAW-_

- |AB/IDERS UNARMED,
> R WELL, I WANT TO BE CLOSE
7| |AND TLL TAKE CARE B o« vols,,JUST. IN CASE )

/
OF THE REST. THEY SAY YOU'RE THE
ONLY MAN WHO'S NOT
AFRAID OF BLACK

A SLIGHT SCUFFLE WHICH DOESN'T LAST TOO
LONG, AND THEN A RIDER GALLOPS FROM THE
OFFICE OF THE MARSHAL, HUDDLED AGAINST THE
COLD,COAT COLLAR PULLED UP, HAT BRIM LOW OVER
HIS FACEY A FEW MINUTES LATER HE PULLS UP
BEFORE THE HOME OF TYLER SPENCE, ANOTHER
-RANCHER... AND THERE HE RENDEZVOUS WITH.. .7HE

SCORPION! ["WHAT ARE YOU DOING HERE?2 I

DON'T WANT ANYBODY TO KNOW
WERE IN THIS TOGETHER/

ALL RIGHT.BUT STAY.OUT OF
SIGHT. YOU'RE NOT THE REAL
MARSHAL »WE GOT HIM HIDDEN
IN THE WOODS.,.. WHERE ‘WE PUT

PION STARES INTO THE SHADOWED

THERE 1S A TERRIBLE SILENCE
FOR A LONG MOMENT? THE SCOR=

THEN THE SCORPION SNORTS
IN DERISION AT THE UPSTART/
SLOWLY HE DISMOUNTS...AND SO

FACE IN DISBELIEF AT THIS MUTINY!
HIS MEN, TOO, STAND RIGID WITH
SUSPENSE! NEVER HAS ANYONE
DARED CHALLENGE THE SCORPION..,
EXCEPT THE MAN WHO IS NOW A
THOUSAND MILES AWAY..AND NOW
HIS OWN PARTNER TOSSES A DEFI-
ANT THREAT INTO HIS HOODED
FACE? —

DOES THE OTHER AND THEY FACE
EACH OTHER WITH CLENCHED FISTSf|

GOT TCO BIG,EX, CARTER? 1 SEF
I GOT TO CUT You COWN TO

SIZE/ALL RIGHT, £X-PARDNER/
START SWINGIN' sememeremats

HIM WHEN HE WAS RIDING INTO
TOWN TO TAKE OVER THE JOB AND
YOU TOOK HIS PLACE.~BUT I'M
STILL NOT TAKING ANY ces/
I NEED YOU ON THAT JOR So I
CAN RUN THIS TERRITORY THE
WAY I WANT) ms
D>, g IM TAKING %
OVER, SCORPION

R i, T, P

NO ONE HAS EVER STOOD UP BEFORE THE FIRST
FURIOUS ONSLAUGHT OF THE FURY OF THE SCORPI
SURE OF QUICK VICTORY, HE CHARGES...INTO EMPTY
SPACE AS HIS FOE SIDESTEPS NIMBLY!

P SERVES HIM RIGHT FOR
MAKIN' THE BOSS MAD/

HE'S LOCO, THINKIN'
HE CAN REAT THE
Scorvon]

|\ > H W _
oty ¢S et

CARTER MAKES H/SMOVE AND DOWN GOES
THE MIGHTY SCORPION WHILE HIS MEN STARE IN AWE
AND DISBELIEF AT THE FALL OF THEIR LEADER
BEFORE THE (MPOSTER WITH A MARSHAL'S STAR!

=



THE SCORPION'S FIGURE HUD =
DLES IN THE SNOW IN STUPIFICA-
TION! THEN HE OPENS HIS EYES,
STARES UP AT HIS CONQUEROR..,

THE SCORPION

THE OTHER DOESN'T REPLY f NOW HE RAISES HIS HEAD AND
INSTEAD HE STANDS WAITING FOR THE SHADOW LEAVES HIS FACE,

WAITING AND READY...

'S NEXT MOVE... REVEALING THE FEATURES OF...
BLACK PIAMOND/] AND YUH

ONLY BLACK. DIAMOND COULD DO
THATM' AND HE AI'N{T ARO’LND H%m
I8 HEP HE'S NOT” HERE, i /S 1~

E 2 D

Lt =5
.,_/-‘. L

s 2N,
A LI en s 7
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IT /8 HiM,’

A THOUSAND MILES
7 AWAY. YUH TOLD US
WE. DIDN'T HAVE A
THING TO WORRY

N -

WITH A ROAR OF RAGE AND FRUSTRATION, THE
MADDENED SCORPION, KNOWING THAT HIS MEN HAVE
TURNED AGAINST HIM AND THAT HE IS ALONE IN HIS
BATTLE AGAINST BLACK DIAMOND, TURNS AND
RUSHES OFF, PLOWING THROUGH THE THICK SNOW
DRIFTS...
CAN'T I EVER
GET AWAY FRom
Yo ? oo You \
HAVE TO HAUNT | v AW
MEZLET ME OUT |\ O 0 Ay~ HEADIN'
OF HERE!F DONT | \
~ WANT 70 SEE You
OR HEAR You !

HE PLUNGES BLINDLY INTO £#WALL OF SNOW.. A
WALL THAT COLLAPSES AND PLUNGES DOWN UPON
HIM IN AN AVALANCHE'

\‘W-“\ \ :\p’}"\ 8

AR BT

WHEW! THAT WAS ROUGH ! ANY- ~HOW'D YUH
WAY, IT'S ALL OVER! DIAMOND, TRACK DOWN
WE CAN'T FIGHT You! IF NOU'RE THE SCORPION 2
AGIN US, WE GIVE UP RIGHT

- \ W | 1OUS ABOUT A FORE THE FAWNAL DEATH.) ,
~{ NoU BETCHA! AND NIEAN AN | MARSHAL WHO S\
AW\ ) WE'LL TELL YUH o NN ,\\\._ TOOK GUNS AWAY
oY WHERE THE REAL VRS \‘\ AT FROM HONEST MEN
V| MARSHAL'S HiD! oNLY AJ\® \\Q S N THIS ROUGH
o\, 1ONE THING, ¥ \| COUNTRY, AND,IT

B8l LED ME RIGHT TO

I WASN'T BUT AS FAR AS IT'S BEING FIN-
TRACKING |SHED FOR HIM 1S CONCERNED,
HIM DOWN ! I DON'T KNOW! A SCORPION CAN
I WAS JUST CLUR-| |DIE A THOUSAND DEATHS BE-
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“SMART SAMMY SMYTHE"

By BRUCE COPELAND

In the early days just a few years after the conclusion of the War between the States, pioneers
of all sorts flocked to what is new known as Nevada, Most of these pioneers were on the way to
California and many were just looking for a good place to start a new life, build a new home and
make money. In those days there was some mining, but it was years before the big gold hooni

It was pretty rough country, Even today, you can ride on back roads as far as 200 miles without
meeting a living soul coming or going. But, in those days of the early stage coach, one could travel
for days without seeing a soul.

But, travelers in stage coaches always joggled along on their stuffy coach seats with one hand
on their pistol holster and one eye searching the distant plains for a sight of Indians.

Sammy Smythe was known throughout the West as one of the smartest stage coach drivers
anywhere, In fact, because he had driven his coach safely through so many Indian ambushes and
had such speed over very rough and dangerous roads that he was known as "Smart Sammy Smythe.”

Many a time, the Indians had tried to hold up his coach because they knew only the richest
people rode with Sammy and because he always carried a lot of gold and silver, Every time,
however, Sammy, who was the best rifle shot in the stage coach business and whose eyes could see
as far as most people could see with powerful field glasses, had been able to spot the Indians and
drive them off. Every time, he brought the coach through safely.

The Indians, and especially Chief Bulltail, spent many hours thinking how they eould tra ‘
Sammy Smythe, capture the stage coach and grab all the wealth that was being transported at higk
speed across the desert, :

It was on August 2, 1871, that Sammy and his coach were galloping westward from what is
now the town of Tonapah, In those days it was a little fort with no more than twenty inhabitants,

Sammy knew that some three hours distant he could stop at Fort Eureka where he could rest
and water the horses and perhaps his passengers could buy a drink. Fort Eureka was a very small
place, but it did have a large corral because the pasture was good and the people at Fort Eureka
bad gone into raising horses.

Now, Chief Bulltail had worked out a very ¢lever plan because he was determined to caprure
‘Sammy Smythe's stage coach and all his wealth,, gl



. As Sammy approached Fort Eureka, he sensed that something was wrong. His passengers, of
course, were gay and happy because they welcomed the chance to arrive in a few minutes at the
stockade and get out and stretch their legs and enjoy a good meal.

_ Just outside the fort was a huge corral which contained forty or fifty of the finest horses in
the old west. These horses were well fed, groomed and cared for with coats slick and glossy.

As Sammy Smythe came thundering down the hillside, he looked at the corral, which was full
of horses, and he KNEW something ‘was very wrong indeed.

He pulled up his horses with a tremendous jerk and jammed on the brakes so hard and so fast
that the coach nearly turned over. The passengers were so startled they could hardly ask what was
going on. But, Sammy turned the coach around, used a heavy whip on the horses and drove back
up the hillside where he had just come from.

His quick thinking saved the lives of all the passengers and saved the shippers all their gold.
Now, what do you think made Sammy sense danger? As he approached the corral, he noticed that
the horses were thin and mangy and poorly fed and he knew at once that these were Indian ponies.
The Indians had no grain to feed their horses and even in this good pasture good Indian ponies
got mighty thin during the dry spell. Sammy knew something was wrong when the corral was
filled with Indian ponies and he knew that this was a decoy. He also sensed that Chief Bulltail had
several days before attacked Fort Eureka and overrun it and killed and captured all the inhabitants.
The Indians had immediately seized all the good horses of the settlers and substituted their runt
sized Indian ponies in the corral. They never thought that Sammy would notice the difference, but
he did and the 200 Indians who had set the trap for him and were lying in wait at Fort Eureka
never got their hands on Sammy Smythe’s coach.

This is only one of many incidents in which Sammy outwitted the Indians, stage coach bandits
and the ravages of nature such as floods, draught and mountain land slides. That is why he was
called “Smart Sammy Smythe."”

_ Chief Bulltail kept trying, for several years, to capture the stage coach, but to no avail. Later,
when_the old west settled down with some semblance of law and order, poor Sammy died in
Mzrs, Adams’ hotel, in Carson City.

‘ Hundreds of people came to the funeral. Many were former passengers of Sammy’s stage
_¢oach who had gone west and lived to tell the tale, thanks to his smart driving. Others were mining
prospectors who had heard of the exploits of Sammy Smythe in the early days.

But, at the funeral was one old man whom nobody recognized. He told people his name was
Robert Bulltail. When the services were over and the mourners were filing out of the church, this
Robert Bulltail was heard to say, “Sammy Smythe was the smartest stage coach driver who ever
crossed Nevada.”

| ummu"' '




MY NAME'S BIG BILL

LARAMEE THEY SAY THERE'S ONE CRITTER IN THESE
PARTS WHO DON'T LIKE MEN O'MY BREED."-- CALLS HIMSELF
BLACK DIAMONDS--WELL, T'M SERVING NOTICE” L GOT ROOM
ON MY GUN FOR JUET ONE MORE NOTCH# AND ITS RESERVED
FOR HIMI AND ITLL BE BLACK DIAMONDS LAST FIGHTY

FOR A LONG MOMENT THERE 1S A TENSE SILENCE IN THE
HIGHBRIDGE SALOON. THE STRANGER FACES THE ASSEMB-
LED COWBOYS, HIS EYES DARTING A CHALLENGE FOR
BLACK DIAMOND TO SHOW HIMSELF. THEN A MASKED
MAN SPEAKS, HIS VOICE IN SHARP CONTRAST TO THAT OF
THE BRAGGART, CALM, STEADY AND SOFT. :

I'M YOUR MAN, LARAMEE”
START NOTCHING,” |

=0\

~LINT T LA\ \

m‘? BLACK almal STAND BACK,
A IN’ BLONDE BOYS”Z THE
NAIREBD, PURT-FACED CALF'S GONNA
CALEY HAW? NAW? Hol KICK UP ANY
8/1G 8/LL LARAMES SECONDS
BIGHTS MEN,NOT DUDBS

LIKE You?”




[———

DRAW, LARAMEES" I'M I'LL FIGHT
FIGHTING YOU WITH THE YUH ANYWAY.
ONLY WEAPON I NEED YUH NAME ™

FOR A LOUD-MOUTH
LIKE YOUr

NEYSF
- WHA.T

YOU CAN'T D@ THIS TOME, BLACK DIAMOND!

IM TOUGH AND WILD AND I DON'T LIKE
PEOPLE LAUGHIN' AT MET I'lL TEAR YUH
APART WITH MY BARE HANDS, I WILLY

START
TEARING,
MISTERT

y

BIG BILL LARAMEE CHARGES LIKE ABULLw AND RUNS STRAIGHT
INTO THE UPTURNED TABLE! AND THE BAR-ROOM RINGS WITH
THE LAUGHTER OF THE BYSTANDERS!

TAKE CARE OF HIM, BOYS, AND
GIVE HIM HIS GUN WHEN HE
COMES TOZ AND TELL HIM THAT
IFHE'S STILL IN HIGHBRIDGE
BY SUNDOWN, I 1L PERSONALLY
RUN HIM OUT? THIS TOWN'S NO
ROQSTING PLACE FoR HOOT-
OWL GUNMEN WHILE I'M
ARCUNDYr

OKAY,
DIAMOND™
You
Bsvr

THINK \ I HOPE SO,
HE1L BUMPER . FOR
MOSEY HIS SAKE! L
AWAY DONT AM TO

DIAMOND | BE A LAST
z NOTCH

AND, BACK AT THE SALOON, A DAZED, ANGRY AND

DANGEROUS BIG BILL IS REVIVEDAND WARNED!

Y

I KNOW How'
TO GET HIM?
THERE'S ONLY
ONE WAY,; AND
L KNOW ITF
BEFORE I'M

- THROUGH, ItL
HAVE MY LAST
NOTCH?

DIAMOND WAS ONLY TOYIN'
WITH YOU THIS TIME, MISTER "
THE NEXT TIME HE WON'TGO
S0 EASYT YUH BETTER
HIGHTAIL IT CUTTA HERES

= AR S T At S TR s
i e TR S



THE LEGEND OF BLACK DIAMOND IS KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE,

oLD WES“NAND THE MOST VIVID PART OF THAT LEGEND IS THE

STRONG BOND OF FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN HIM AND BUMPER THE
LOYAL AND GREAT FRIEND WATCHES OVER EVERY MOMENT

OF THE MASKED MANm

DIAMOND THINKS BIG BILL'S GOING TO
VAMOOSE, BUT L GOTTA FUNNY FERLINGT
IT TELLS ME THAT THE GUNMAN MEANS
BUSINESS” I'M GONNA MAKE SURE
THAT BEFORE BIG BILL GETS TO
DIAMOND, HE HAS TO DO IT OVER

THAT SAME LEGEND AND THAT SAME FRIENDSHIP IS KNOWN TOO
TO BIG BiLLm AND HE FOLLOWS THE TRAIL OF THE TWO MENw

BLACK DIAMOND'S TRICKY.” L CAN'T FIGHT
HiM FAIR AND SQUARE . BUT THERE /S A
WAY TO GET THROUGH HIMu THAT HUNK
OF MUSTACHE CALLED BUMPER!

BUT ALL OF BUMPER'S ALERTNESS IS NOT
ENOUGH TO HALT THE STEALTHY PROGRESS

OF THE ANGERED GUNMAN! SAME VOICE,NOW

MINUTES LATER, BLACK DIAMOND
JUMPS TO WAKEFULNESS AS THE

TRIUMPH CALLS OUT!

'CAUSE I DONT
TRUST YUH EVEN
ASLEEP WHEN YUH
WEAR YUH GUNS”

WHAT'S THE
MATTER, LARAMEE?
WHY DIDN'T YOu
SHOOT ME WHILE

RAISED IN

MAKE JUST ONE NOISE, BUMPER,
AND ITLL BE YOUR LASTY Now
JUST GET UP REAL QUIET-LIKE

BLACK DIAMOND F YUH
HEAR ME, YUH ORNERY
CUS5? DROP YORE GUNS
AND COME OUT OR T

CLIP THIS MUSTACHE

NOW DROP EM

L WAS ASLEEPT
: : OR

o

DON'T BB IT, DIAMONDZDON'T

PAY HIM NG MINDF HE'S GONNA

FINIBH ME ANYWAY,, SO DON'T
GIVE YOURSELF UP TOOr

F’)F"

THATS ALL RIGHT,
PARDNEBR” L
KNOW WHAT I'M

4+

NA=HA-HASF GO AHEAD

DONTIDONT LAVGH
LARAMEE S SHOOTS ADD AT ME” WNATRE YUN
THAT LAST NOTCH TE YOUR '
GUN! A MHA AT WHAT
ARE YOU WAITING FOR?

HA-FHA-HA-HA-HAZ




ANGER, BLIND, FURIOUS FEAR, THROWS THE OUTLAW OFF
STRIDE! HE wbnogas WHAT 'SECRET BLACK DIAMOND HAS
THAT CAUSES THIS LAUGHTER..AND IS AFRAID TO SHOOT FOR
FEAR OF SOMETHING HAPPENING WHEN HE DOES

; ' N L TN ST &

<=

4 STAND BACKT DON'T MOVE’ L&
ALONE® DON'T COME NEAR MET
LEMME OUTTA HERE BEFORE

N YUMN DO SOM

THANKS, PARD YUH
SAVED MY LIFE AS WELL
AS YOURS?” STILL, HE'S
NOT BOUND TO FORGET
THIST HE WONT REST
TILL HE ADDS THE LAST
NOTCH TO HIS GUNS

YOoU WERE WILLING To
SACRIFICE YOUR LIFE
POR MINE, BUMPER, SO
L COULDN'TDO ANY LESS
FOR YOUYF MEANWHILE

IF BIG BILL TRIES SOME-
THING BLSE, WE'LL BE
READY FOR HIMZ

£UT EACH MAN IS LOOKING FOR BIG BItL. EACH ONE WANTING TO
GET HM BEFORE THE OTHER

=
* | DON'T WANT BUMPER BLACK DIAMOND'S MORE

GETTING HURT ON MY IMPORTANT THAN L AMS
ACCOUNTYF THIS FIGHTS PEOPLE NEED HIMT SO
BETWEEN BIG BILL I'M GONNA MAKE SURE

LARAMEE DOESN'T
HURT HIMF

AND MEr

AT MIMF I REMEMBER
HE DIDN'T LIKE BEING
LAUGHED ATFAND HE
RECKONED L HAD
SOMETHING PLANNED
TO BEAT HIMZ AND T
NDO «RIDICULEY

WHNEWY? THAT WAS CLOSE?
WHAT WAS THE IDEA, CIAMOND?T
WHY'D YUH TAKE SUCH A

CHANCE ;» AND WHAT WERE
-YOU LAUGHIN"ATZ

BUT THERE 1S NOLONGER REST FOR EITHER MAN?! ALTHOUGH

SILENT, BOTH MEN KNOW THE DANGER THAT STALKS THEM. AND

THEN, TO THROW EACH OTHER OFF, EACH MAN THINKS OF A
WAY TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM!

ER W THINK T1L GOOD IDEA, BUMPERY I'LL

ORDER SOME NEW HIGHTAIL IT OVER TO SEE HOW 12
BOOTS IN TOWN, RAVINE BRIDGE IS HOLDING [
DIAMOND ADIOSE A UPF SEE YOU LATER?

AND AT ECHO RAVINE, ON A CLIFF HIGH ABOVE THE VALLEY,
BIG BILL LARAMEE, HIS HEART BENT ON REVENGE ‘FOR THE
LAUGHTER AND RIDICULE, PERCHES LIKE A BIRD CF PREY,
WAI TING w1 WAITING -

BLACK DIAMOND ALWAYS STOPS BY THIS BRIDGE
TO CHECK IT7 HE'S GOT TO COME BY SOMEDAY.

AND WHEN HE DOES, L CAN SEE HIM COME
FOR MILESm AND ITLL BE HIS LAST VISITS




BUT SUCH TOO ARE THE WAYS
OF LOYAL FRIENDS THAT THEY

MILL FOLLOW CLOSE ON YOUR
TRAIL AND KEEP AN EYE ON
YOU, NO MATTER WHERE YOU
MAY LEADwm

HATED TO LIE TO DIAMOND

SUCH ARE THE WAYS OF ENEMIES, AND SUCH
IS THE LUCK OF BIG BILL LARAMEEw

X GREAT NORN TOADSS T

LIKE THAT, BUTJUMPIN®
m»’us's.- WHNAT'S

AND HE REMEMBERS WHAT BLACK DIAMOND SAID.. THAT BIG
BiLL, MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE,; HATES RIDICULE AND LAUGH

IT'S THE MEREST THING. A SLIGHT THING«
ONLY THE MOMENTARY GLINT OF THE SUN'S
RAYS ON A GUN BARREL.. BUT BUMPER

SEES IT! e

AND THERE'S DIAMOND . HEADING
RIGHT INTO BIG BILL'S LINE OF FIRB?
HOWM L GONNA STOP THIST WHAT
WOULD MY PARTNER DO IN ACASE

LIKE THIS £ C'MON, BUMPER” IF YUH
GOT ANY BRAINS, USE BM NOWY

THE LAUGHTER BOUNDS FROM CLIFF-WALL TO CLIFF WALL,
EXPLODING IN BIG BILL'S EARS LIKE CANNON SHOT!

TERw AND HE REMEMBERS SOMETHING ELSEm THAT ECHO RAV-
INE IS A GREAT ECHO CHAMBER IN WHICH EVERY SOUND IS
MAGNIFIED AND RE-ECHOED A THOUSAND TIMES AND SO HE
SHOUTS OUT HIS LAUGHTERm

T

HAM! HAL HO-HO

IT'S 1 IT'S ALL AROUND MET
IM SURROUNOEDS
THEY'RE COMM ' AFTER
METLEMME OUTTA
HERES

%

| - g
//4.'#4.'//4.'
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AND THE ONLY WAY OUT IS ACROSS THE
TREACHEROUS, WEAK AND PERILOUS BRIDGE!

{

THEY'RE NOT GONNA GET ME”
THEY WANNA LAUGH ME TO DEATHY
BUT THEY'RE NOT GONNA DO ITS



BUT THE OLD BRIDGE CREAKS AND STRAINS UNDER THE
SUDDEN PRESSURE' THEN:: A ROPE BREAKS.1 AND THERE
IS NOTHING UNDER BIG BILL BUT HUNDREDS OF FEET OF

THE HORSES HOOFS SPRAY DUST AND RLASH SPARKS ASIT
CHARGES AHEAD« AND THEN BLACK DIAMOND BRACES
HIMSELF TO TAKE THE SHOCK OF THE HURTLING BODY!

TAKE IT EASY, BIG BILLT NO-
BoDY'S LAUGHING AT YOU NOw’
YouU CAME MIGHTY CLOSE TO'
BEING FINISHED, THOUGHT

I KNOW, BLACK DIAMOND
mAND WHEN T WAS
FALLUNG L REALIZED
WHAT A BIG OAF I WAS
JUST SHOWING OFF AND
THINKIN'L HAD TO SHOW
L WAS TOUGHER'N YOU
AND YUH RISKED YORE
LIFE TO SAVE MINETNO
MAN'S TOUGHER'N THAT,
DIAMONDT

AND AS FOR THAT LAST NOTCH
INMY GUN, I SAVIN' IT FOR
THE HOMBRE THAT TRIES TO
Do YOU INF I LEARNED
MY LESSON, PARDNER
FROM NOW ON IT'S THE
STRAIGHT AN' NARROW ™
ADIOSr

AND YOU BUMPERT

I THOUGHT You

WERE HEADING
FOR TOWNT

SORRY I HADDA FiB LIKE THATZ
JEST DION'T WANT YUN GETTIN'
HURT, DIAMOND> WHOM I GONNA
TEACH ALL THE SMART WAYS TD
OUTSMART A BAD HOMBRE IF

. YOURE NOT ARCUND ?

YEOWSL LEMME OUTTA
HERE?” SOMEBODY'S
LAUGHIN' AT ME?

X ;_*

" for

:‘.\-lu Mot
\!ﬁ"ﬂ\\l‘nu‘,

(g - : S :
AT HAT HAT HAT HATHAY AT

(A

7 £0 (¢



E MYSTERIOUS ACTIVITY GOING ON IN- THE REMOTE BADLANDOE NORTH OF CARSON C/TY AROUSES
?ﬁ HOST OF FEARFUL AN FRIGHTENING RUMORS! EVERYONE IN TOWN ADVISES BLACK D/AMOND
TO STAY CLEAR OF THE FPICTURESQUE BUT WEIRDLY EVIL TERRAN/ Bur THE STRANGE TALES
ONLY SERVE 7O WHET THE CUR/IOSITY OF THE FEARLESS WESTERN MARSHAL WHO FROMPILY RIOES
STRAIGHT INTO THE FORB/DOEN TERRITORY .TO APPREMHEND. ..

) ‘\ b

WARNIN' TO BLACK

PIAMOND] GET -~
B OUTA PAINTEP— _
"- -Y”ALLE_Y; __OR 5_1_5531;-:_ £

~ BIG TAD MASON -




&/7‘5’ EARLY DAYS, PAINTED VALLEY, UTAKH SEES THE
/SE OF A BAND OF OUTLAWS LED BY A BLACK-HEARTED

GAMBLER KNOWN AS...BIG 740 MASON./

HOW ARE WE GOING NOT QUITE
TO CATCH THIS HOMBRE? | AS BLACK

THERE'S PAINTED
VALLEY, DIAMOND/

l-.-i..u... \ J

IT TAKES A TOUGH OWLHOOT

«.THE TOUGHEST TOWN
NORTH OF CARSON CITY! AND
A GOOD HIDEOUT FOR MASON.L

IF YOU RIDE (NTO TOWN

DIAMOND!
AS BLACK DIAMOND... WATCH,
THE WHOLE GANG WILL / BUMPER...
BE OUT GUNNING FOR UL s?ow

Hhada .

e

VA aaddhdy

I

{

i_n

I.‘
Il

£

N
o~

Il

TO CATCH AN EVEN TOUGHER
OWLHOOT! S0 I''L AMBLE
INTO TOWN AS KID JACKAL...
WHO'S ACTUALLY SOUTH OF

RIGHT! AND T'LL
SCOUT AROUND
FOR SOME WORK !

| MAYBE 1 CAN

DIG UP SOME

)

"SALOON SWING OPEN..

UCH LATER, THE DOORS OF THE GOLOEN DOLLAR

THE BORDER NOW! INFORMATION

ON BIG TAD

O

IT'S KID JACKAL, )
LOOK OUT!

THE MAN'S RIGHT! EVERY-
BODY LOOK QUT! 'CALSE
THIS TOWN'S GOING TO &E
HOTTER THAN AN OIL DRUM
SOON!

b “f
7 y '
T T

A SHOT! SURE,
KID! COMIN'
UP, PRONTO!

IP T CAN BEAT K/D
JACKAL TO THE DRAW...
THE §25,000 REWARD
s MINES




EIAWND SEES A FAINT MOVEMENT EBEHING HiM! WI7TH
AIGHTNING =LIKE SPEED, HE UNLEASHES A FURIOUS BARRAGE

|Fm~rs LATER, OUTSIDE THE SALOON...

OF FIRE,..

I TRY DRYGULCHING

ME

AGAIN...AND I'LL PROP

GOTTA MINUTE TO X LOOKS LIKE I'VE
PALAVER WITH ME, | MADE CONZACT
JACKAL! GOT A WITH A GANG

MIGHTY ATTRACTIVE |
DEAL TO OFFER

I TOLD BIG TAD 'BOUT 'Y
THE WAY YOU WORK!/
HE THINKS YUH MIGHT
BE JUST THE HOMBERE
HE'S LOOKIN' FOR!

JOCW AFTER...THE DISGUISED MARSHAL ENTERS THE
| WHERE BUMPER HAS A JOB AS BLACKSMITH ..o

= e

PIAMOND! YoU - e,
SHOULDN'T HAVE COME!
THEY MIGHT BE WATCH~
ING you!

IVE JUST BEEN GIVEN A
PERSONAL INVITE TO JOIN THE
GANG BY ONE OF MASON'S

OWLHOOTS! YOU STAY ON HERE
TILL YOU HEAR FROM ME, OR.
THEY MIGHT GET SUSPICIOUS,

SURE! BETTER

PISAPPEAR...

_SOMEONE'S
‘COMING!

WHAT'S
GOING ON?

JUST ME TALKING TO I
T HEARD

MYSELF! GETS KINDA
LONELY IN HERE!




WAT SAME DAY... IN A MAKESMHIET HIDEOUT. DIAMOND
MEETS BIG TAD...

GET THIS STRAIGHT, JACKAL!

I'M HEAD MAN IN THESE PARTS

AND I DON'T TOLERATE WISE

MAVERICKS TEYING TO HORN
IN ON ME !

IF YOU'RE REALLY
BOssS ARQUND
HERE , WHY &0
. WORRIED ? _

WHY, YUH SADDLE TRAMP! I OUGHTTA
PLUG YUH FOR THAT...8UT I'LL GIVE
YUH A BREAK!

IF YUH CAN PULL
THE ACE OF QPADES QUTTA THIS e
PECK,.,.YUH GQAQT A JOB/ (F ‘/UH —

DON' T...YOU' RE A GONNER!

THAT'S MIGHTY |
SPORTSMAN
LIKE OF You!

@/A MOND LEARNS PLENTY /N THE

MAS ON'S” CARD TRICKS ARE INFAMAUS,

AND OIAMONO SUSPECTS A STACKED
DECK, SO HE CAME PREPARED. Qu/ckLY,
HE DRAWS A CARD, BUT SWITCHES 1F

mm ONE HE PALMS ...

CAN'T LET ON I USF
A STACKED DECK,
S0 il LET HIMGET
AWAY TH/S TIME. ..

PUT ME ON (THE SHFTY-EVED :

YOUR PAYROLL, ¥ SNAKE! THERE YUH'RE HIREDY

MASON! LOCJKG WASN'T AN ACE GET READY

LIKE T DREW N IN THE DECK! HE TO RIDE!
AN ACE/ MUST'VE PULLED

A SWITCH/!

NEXT FEW DAYS ABOUT THE STRANGE

SET-UP! HE TAKES EVERY OPPORTUNITY
70 RUIN THER PLANS. ..

ME AND FRANK'LL HIT THE STAGE- }
COACH WHILE THE RESTOF YUH
STAND GUARD! eI

P

Wumaive wro e ravines, Twe
OUTLAW PACK SEEKS [75 LONE PREY...
WITH LOADED GUNS ON-THE-READY !
DIAMOND SEIZES H/S VANTAGE, AND
ONCE AGAIN BECOMES THE
FIBHTING MARSHAL! ', ___

I SHOULD HAVE A
FEW SECONDS NOW

JO HALT 7HIS
fr/CKVPf




[ /N7 7HE AMBUSHED
STAGECOACH.. . .

YOU CAN HAVE ALL Y DON'T WORRY, | /" WE'LL WALK OFF SIX PACES ¥
THE GOLD I'M CARRY- | BupDY! 1'tt’ | ¥ AN THEN SHOOT (T OUT! §
ING...JUST LET

GIVE YUH A IF YUH WIN, WE'LL LET ¥
CHANCE TO 1\ YORE GOLD ALONE! ONLY
SAVE YUH HIDE!l ) I'VE NEVER KNOWN TO

STEP DOWN AN'| §

YUH'LL SEE! |/

EANWHILE, DIAMOND REACHES THE SUMMT
OF PAINTED VALLEY! SUPDENLY, HE SPRINGS
INTO ACTION AND...

I'0 BETTER STOP

T e

GUNPLAY BEFORE MASON 4
|_HURTS THAT DRIVER!

THIS

® E7, W/m EXPERT DEFTNESS, DIAMOND SW/NGS
\ TO THE GROUND BELOW! HE LETS GO OF
a _ THE TREE AND FINDS H/S TARGEL IN
B/G TAD MASON...

8LACK DIAMOND/

N

WE'RE WASTIN'
LEAD! THEY'RE
OuT OF
REACH!

AGAIN FOR BIG
TAD MAGSON...OR
YOU'LL BE A DEAD
PUCK.! HE NEVER
LOSES A GUN
BATTLE...AND T

NEVER BE A
SITTING DUCK

KNOW WHY!/

%Fﬁ'& SEEING THE STAGECOACH SAFELY BACK 70O TOWN, DIAVIOND
RACES JO THE HIDEOUT...

WHERE IN BLAZES WERE YUH,
JACKAL ... WHILE WE WERE
| BEING SHOTAT? ..

WHO , ME? T WAS ON THE
RIDGE KEEPING A LOOKOUT

« FOR THE SHERIFF! <

\




DIAMOND SURE WOULD BE
SURPRISED TO SEE ME IN THIS
GETUP! I BET I LOOK JUST

\ LIKE MASON!

[STACK IN THE BLACKSMITH SHOP, BUMPER SEARCHES FOR CLUES,|
UNAWARE THAT HE IS BEING WATCHED BY SUSPICIOUS EYES.a.

e 4 (HEY..‘WHAT'S

TR

THIS? A BEARD
AND WIG...

RN
e

3

YESSIRREEBOB! I'M THE SPITTIN' IMAGE OF BIG
TAD! THE WIG... THE BEARD! AND STACEY IS
ABOUT BI6G TAD'S SIZE! I'M BEGINNING TO
THINK STACEY AND MASON ARE THE
\ SAME MAN! _. .

GOT O GET

THIS NOTE TO
LIAMOND AND
WARN HimJ]

%FVEQ TYING BUMPER, ON GOES STACEYS WIG AND
BEARL CHANGING HIM INTO BIG TAL MASON...

REACH...BUMPER!

PON'T MAKE A SOQUND

AND YUH WON'T
GET HURT!

OKAY, THIS TIME
YOU HAVE THE
DROP ON ME!

S0 KID JACKAL'S REALLY BLACK
DIAMOND? AN' HE WANTS TO BRING
ME IN! WHAT A SURPRISE THAT TIN |
BADGE MARSHAL |-jms COMIN' TO
HIWM!




(BFRORTLY AFTERWARDS, BACK AT THE HIDEOVT. .

«YUH, KID CAN GO IN

WE'RE PULLIN' A BIG JOB TONIGHT, JACKAL...AND
YUH HEAD GUN! THERE'S THIS TOP-GRADE GOLD

ORE WE WANTA SMUGGLE OUT OF TOWN FOR
UNDERGROUND SALE! THE SHERIFF'S ALREADY
BEEN CALLED AWAY ON A FALSE ALARM,
5 2 AND- e

SURE,
816 TAD!
JONIGHT. ..

THE

ASSAYERS
OFFICE!

WHEN IT'S DARK AN’ ,
STICK UP THE ASSAYERS
OFFICE!

BLACK DIAMOND POSING AS L

?/{A?' NIGHT AT THE BLACKSMITH SHOP. .. MASON AND
HIS GANG  PREPARE AN UNFPLEASANT SURPRISE FOR
: D/AMOND...

JUMPING JUPITER]
THEY'LL DRY-GULCH
OIAMOND! THS
BROKEN WHEEL

.. .WE'LL GIVE HIM
WHAT HE DESERVES,
SNATCH THE GOLD

KID JACKAL HAS TO RIDE PAST
HERE! WE'LL LET HIM GET THE
GOLD FIRST, AND THEN..

AS THE WESTERN ACE UNKNOWINGLY DRAWS
CLOSE 7O THE TRAP, HIS CAUTION AND ALERT=
NESS NEVER SLACKEN...

AND VAMOOSE OUT.
L OF THE STATE! A

GINES MB AN
EA/

NSIDE THE BARN, BUMPER FRANTICALLY KICKS H/S
LEGS, AN INCREDIBLE THRUST FINOS 178 TARGET:..ANO
A MOMENT LATER THE WHEEL PLUNGES TOWARD THE

AFTER I FAKE THE ROBBERY,
MAYBE T CAN STUFF ROCKS IN
THE SACK. AND FOOL MASON

UNTIL HE TAKES ME TO HIS
'QTHER LOQT!/

900&...

CIAMONL MUST BE OUTSIDE
:‘VOW-.. 50 HEJQ'-: Gafsl’ :"‘/Ri
HOPE HE GETS THE TIPOFF/

rd




A CROOKED WHEEL!

HE'S TRYING TO WARN ME
OF A TRAPR/! i

BUMPER
MUST'VE ROLLED IT OUT! MAYBE

=

- s

| i

-

B amons pAUsSES OUTSIOE THE DOOR, SUDDENLY H/8
HANDS SHOOT SKYWARD ANO HE NIMBLY GRASPS THE
BALCONY RAILING! WITH ONE SWIFT TWI/IST OF H/S
SINEWY BODY, HE PULLES HIMSELF UP JUST IN TIME
TO GET OUT OF THE RANGE OF GUNE/RE ...

e

2

rf'Ls DIAMOND ! ?Top _
R TTTV Y '
I WAS RIGHT!
BUMPER WANTED

TO WARN ME! A

PLAN HAS BACK-F/RED,,.

EPEA’D/LY, DIAMOND DROPS HIS DISGUISE AND TURNS THE
TABLES ON THE GANG BEFRORE THEY REALIZE THE/R

RC AN 775 BE POSSIBLE...? DIAMOND
SHOOTING A MAN RA/SING HIS HANDS
IN SURRENDER. ..

PON'T MOVE, MASON!
THE REST OF YOU...
REACH! PRONTO!

{'} ’ 1

; ‘_‘{ l{"t,

il

OKAY, DIAMOND /!
YUH GOT US DEAD
TO RIGHTS.e.

i

i

SORRY TO DISAPPOINT You
CLEAN-LIVING MAVERICKS,
BUT I'VE NEVER IN MY
LIFE SHOT A  MAN WHO
SURRENDERED! I JUST
HIT THAT TRICK PISTOL HE
HIDES UNDER HIS CLOTHES!
WHEN HE RAISES HIS
ARM\, IT FIRES!

NO WONDPER
MASON HAS A

REPUTATION FOR A

FAST DRAW/! THE
SIDEWINDER CAN
GUN A MAN JUST -
BY RAISING HIS
ARM!

DIAMOND'S GONE CRAZY...
HE'S THROWIN' LEAD EVEN
THOUGH YOUR HANDS
ARE UP!

— [11]]

ZA?'EAQ, WITH THE GANG SAFELY DELIVERED
TO THE SHERIFF... )

HA; HA! COULD
THE REASON BE

DIAMOND, CLOSING THIS
CASE GIVES ME MORE

SATISFACTION THAN THAT You
ALL THE REST PUT WEREN'T CUT
TOGETHER! OuT TO BE A

BLACKSMITH ?




JN 10 COLLECT! FUN

Yes, to introduce our line of molded plastic toys, we’'ll ship you 100 Toy
Soldiers for only $1. This big colorful assortment includes 4 Riflemen, 8

Machinegunners, 8 Sharpshooters, 4 Infantrymen, 8 Of.

{ HIKIDS! GET IN MY
DAVY CROCKETT

Davy Crockett Frontier life is here for your kidaies to thrill
and enjoy in this large size Davy Crockelt playhouse tent.

Think of it! In your own back yard where the kiddies can play y

safely you can set this tent up in a jiffy for frontier and
ploneer enjoyment. Even set it up in the house on rainy days.
it's a full 10 ft. around. Large enough for your kiddies to play
in with their friends. Presto Chango you set it up in seconds.
No tools needed. Slips over any standard card table. Made
of sturdy, durable, washable, safe——flameproof DuPont plastic.
The realistic Davy Crockett design adds a picturesque touch
of realism. Now, for the first time, can your kiddies llve in
the great outdoors just like America's favorite hero Davy
Crockett. This Davy Crockett playhouse tent brings the wild
wooley West right to your door. Rush your order while supplies
are available at the low price of $1.00 for your complete Davy
Crackett playhouse tent.

5510 DAYS RREELTRIAL =)

Order your glant Dawy Creckett playhouse tent at our risk. Set it up and
let the kiddies play with it. If not delighied réturn in 10 days fer full
refund of the purchase price. Supplies are limited. Price is $1.00 plus 25¢
for postage, packing and handling. Only 3 to a customer. Rush coupen now
before this offer is withdrawn.

AN IDEAL GIFY

Now your faverite kKigddies anywhere can be happy with a gift of this
yiant Davy Crockett playbouse tent.

STURDILY BUILT OF DU PONT DURABLE PLASTIC

No matter how fowgh t(he kiddies abuse Lhis heavy plastic giamt Dav;
Crockett plaghouse test i1 will withstand their vicious attacks. Makers
realizing how roegh kiadies can be have used exntra hedvy plastic Lo ensure
long, long wear. It has alréady been hailed by parents as a wonderful
plavthing crealion. Youwr R ddies will enjoy i1, too, Order yours loday.

ficers, 8 Cannon, 4 Bazookamen, 4 Marksmen, 4 Tanks,
4 Trucks, 4 Jeeps, 4 Battleships, 4 Cruisers, 4 Sailors,
8 WAVEs, 8 WACs, 4 Bombers and 8 Jet Planes. Each
toy is completely assemblied, designed to scale, and
measures vp to 414", Order several sets NOW; they'll
keep your favorite kiddies happy and busy for hours.
Send $1 plus 25¢ for postage and handling for each set

of 100 toys to  MODERN TOY CO., DEPT. uvn

400 MADISON AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y.,

ENOUGH FOR 2 KIDS

. .'!Al SETS UP IN A JIFFY
GIFT NO TOOLS NEEDED

House of Thomas Inc., Dept. LEV11
400 Madison Ave.. New York 17, N. Y. l
Send your newly created, colortul, complete giant Davy
Crockeft playhouse fent ai once. It is understood if | am not I
delighted after 10 day trial | will return for full refund of
the purchase price. I
[ | énclose $1.00 plus 25¢ for postage, for each giant Davy
Crockett playhouse tent ordered. '

RADORES D i i iy sl R T Rt R I



MOST ANY
PART OF .

LOSE WEIGHT LUULE .=

' Relaxing « Soothing

m 26 Penetrating Massage
DON'T BE FAT!

IKE @ magie wand, the “Spet

Reducer” obeys your every nwn:. ;'ET_ As;msus?gcsu vou can now anjoy the bene- - ?
i s o i OTHING massage in th 1 %

wish., Most any part of your lOSE of your own home! Simple to use—ijust ;;luq :ﬂ,p::::; Marie Hammel, New

- . hand| | - York, N.Y., o
body where it is loose and flobby. andle and apply over most any part of the body Bied b ens :.:E’ze 25

2 stomach, hips, chest, neck, thighs, arms, buttocks, ete.
wherever you have extra wtlghi’ Cn: WE|GHT ;I;;surgrsui’nq, tuorhir:q mn;u;qn hI':rulu down FATTY ?:f':ﬁnr:'fk‘: fou&:r&;:}:
o " al , tones muscles and flesh, and the increased Reducer. It was fun
nches, the “Spot Reducer” can ai awakened blood circulation carries away waste fat— #0d I enjoved 10 ;

i ::: i;fa:‘t?:liri:iggu:o '?r;:“t:::d:; hwh.fo it ::JIE‘FFEL?E?‘EF and keep & firmer and more GRACE. $2 98
this scientifically designed Reducer shows most YOUR OWN PRIVATE MASSEUR AT HOME°nly .

S : 3 s When you use the SPOT REDUCER, it's almost like hav.
,C‘ﬂl‘t'nhma‘lmgo‘l}l is that the method is so iu‘hplt and ing your own private masseur at home. It's fun rlcdur.ino
-X. . XYL . this way! It not only helps you reduce and keep slim— MAIL COUPON

Reducing Spm'iad st Savs:

2T went f : t no |
:1‘1,: l"d'!':gl tr:r: sasy, the results q“"l’ e ..nd but also aids in the relief of those types of aches and NOwW!
size 12 with_the harmless, No exercises or strict diets. pains—and tired nervas that can be helped by massage!

g:du?:r-r.ml Ozonll. Mo sliombatht. druss o laxstives A larg size jar of Special Formula Body Mage

gd 1 wed 1.0 O i 9 F R E E ufie Irearr;‘ Wil:iI b Ii{ncéuded FREE with your
_ : o order for the “Spot Reducer.”

ALSO USE IT FOR ACHES AND PAINS %

r_-—-—-___h-_--l

4 " BODY MASSAGER CO., DEPT. A-221
3 LOSE- WEIGHT I 318 Market, Newark, New Jersey '
OR NO CHARGE | Send me at once, for $2.98 cash, check or money order
the deluxe model “'Spot Reducer'’ and your famous

“ If the *“Spot Reducer" Speclal Formuls Body Massage Cream, postpald. 1f 1

doesn't do the wonders for § 8@ 20t 100% satisficd, my money will be refunded.
CtN'i". - MUSCULAR ACHES:. - you as it hfc: for c;t!;"ers. l; i
: siigk X anks 1o the 8pot you don't Jose weight an
B b G B A hondy thelper “for  Reducer 1 lost four rnches where you stmt to § Namb. o consopsnsssssorssosssassasinsss i l
R e et transjent selief of dis  inches around the jose it most, if you're not |
) seathiag W + hipsandthresinches 1nnoe” delighted with th I AddreM . sisraam :
poatte manage san be. Melps comforts the! con be  sround the welst. clighted with the - ps o ¥

R‘m. Its amazing. rb:wlts. y:&lr money will
ar srtin, Long returncd .al once.
%

I CItF. covsasrpensmasanaien s BUAO caneivinienies.

you slesp whes Besps 40 oided by gentls, relos !
benalp .-—--—---——-----

b o : ing mossoge, I

0.
&

MADE OF FLEXTON — SERVICE GAUGE PLASTIC
FOR LONG WEAR

‘s Waterproof. Easy 10 attach to seats for good fit, Roomy and
neat. Elastic shirring and reinforced overlap side grips insure
over-all seat coverage. Will dress up your car’s interior and
give protection to seat upholstery, Whisk off mud, oil, sand,
grime with o damp rag for bright as new cppecrance. Sewa
with nylon thread for long wear and durability,

ORDER FROM MANUFACTURER AND SAVE!

Choice of split or front seat styles only $2.98
sach. Complete set for Front & Rear only $5.00.
Specify make of car and seat style with each order.,
$ave Money and buy @ set today,”

Snake-Zebra Derlgne=
Printed Plostic con be vied
on either side, Gives snoppy
distinctive dress vp Op»

pearance, Front
or Real Seal $298
only

5 dny'neyBock Guarantee!

eals SIS SIERE NN S = )
BEA SALES, Dept. LS-32
. 125 East 46th St., New York 17, N.Y,
k Please send me seat covers | have

marked. | can try for 10 days and return
for refund of purchase price of | am not l

hid i satisfied. ;
::?:?:: cfel:u‘m.nd;:::: :T: 1 Zebra-Snake Design, Reversible
Leopard on one side, Cow- Leopard Cowhide Design, Reversible l

Split Seat $2.98 (] Solid Seat $2.98
Set (Front & Rear) $5.00
| enclose payment ([ Send.C.0.D l

hide on the other. Either
side gives beouly lo your
car's yeats. Never gets dirty
for it cleans with o0 whisk

of @ damp
cleth, Front or 5298

o cll, ——  a—— {1, [ Jp— SN i '

I AGGIRLS snien e smem  m— —o—
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Boy and Girl Scouts - Camp Fire Girls -News Boys ‘

PRIZES
. GIVE N

We will send you the wonderful prizes pictured on this page...
or dozens of others, such as jewelry, radium dial vrist watches,
tableware, tools, air-rifles, U-Make-It kits—" “ther kits, sewing
kits, electric clocks, pressure cookers “cout equipment, model
airplanes, movie machines, re~"~ " players, and many othgrs..
all WITHOUT ONE PTyNY OF COST. You dont
risk or invest a cer* send you everything you need ON
- ¥
TRUST. Her<' {ow easy it is: Merely show your friends
and neighbor inspiring, beautiful Religious Wall Motto
plaques. Many huy aix or even more to hang in every room.
An amazing vah « only 35¢c...sell on sight. You can make big
##i cash commise? o0 get many exciting prizes for selling just
e set of ©, Motios, Other prizes for selling 2 seis or more.
Write today for Big Prize catalog sent to you FREE.

SEND NO MONEY-We Trust You!

[ScouTING
 Eourewent

$1,0002° IN \#
_ EX'!'RA PRIZES!

You can get

most prizes on

this page by

selling just one

set of 24 Reli-

gions Mottos.

In addition, | offer

these wonderful

RIG prizes! 1'll tell

vou how yeu may

win! All detaile xent

| free along with 24
Mottos | send
. youoneredit,

The FUNman, Dept. E137 FREE BIG Pl'clzl;1
5726 N. Broadway, Chicago 40, IIT CATALOG |
" Please rush to me on 15 days credit 24 Religious Wall Mottos,
F R E E “Qlﬂbﬁl”hlp in .to ]Hiell at ?5(: eaci':t Alsom;:ti;lde blp:]l—'rlzedCst%lo FREE. l
will remit amount required as explaired i IG PRIZ
-3 FUNman’s Fun Club EAT&LOhG within 30 days and selsct I‘.Ife prr.ne 1 want o l
2 20. TRZ.} Sell mottos and send payment within eep a cash commission as explained, INCLUDE DETAILS |
P 1 24 Yiottos 18 Sirn. a3l N Shvt S0G TPwe & Youi s Biantbeds OF HOW I MAY WIN THE EXTRA BIG PRIZES.

ST ane biv !’“‘ shipin the FUNman's Fun Club. Membership l
ALuG FR cerd, certificate. secret code, giant packet of
fun materials all yours—-piua ext:'a surnrises!




So. Airiemm— =
Ellr, Coronstion

- REeicEs
Cayman Islands Czecho.~Lenin-Stalin

Tou get every one of the stamps pictured plus hundreds of
other fascinating issues from all over the world. A wone
derful start—a tremendous boost for your collection. Yout'll
have days of fun sorting this giant lot—you’ll fill pages i
Your album~ycu’ll have trading material for months!
Grand total 331 all different stamps—Csatalog Value over
$7.45~yours at the amaziug price of 25¢c to introduce our
Bargain Approvals which we'il send you for free ezamina-
tion! Ii's first come, first served—so hurry!

SEND 235¢ TODAY. JUST ASK FOR LOT Hs-©

| s outnT—$198
5 COLLECTOR _
:ﬂ' AP Everything you need to start on 2 lifetime
>\ of collecting yuieasure:

from all over }he world; 1
attractive hinder. <
rteration Gavge
ili ;:cknge of 500 Hinges
7) Mystery Stumpd, Cat.
Value $2.0°

sunds of stamps I
illustrations; sturdy,

2) Stee! Stamd Tongs
3 3). Magnifying Glass

- @ 4) Wetermark Deiscior
“

FREAENTY
— 'Y COILECTION 1000 D
SPECIAL! O be OF THE WORLD - $1.80

o ST

fer thou- I
1) LARGE STANMP? ALBUM—famous moke, sput::“s“as of

A1 items delivered fo you for “‘f.i.l.l?f. P4

Ny L
leo—Motoveyellst

v, .
_ﬁl s
" N
- : . e ca FATAGEY -
1 LA B UL .
i B, .\‘r%;i_-:g- el
Ve or e
. OF STANMP) ™ e
Tells everyiizin oY
to enjo la:u-; \5::.-33&-:
8150 get The Btamp
finitions of every “epni
lectors) plus Tha Stiwn .-
::holws ho:r to lciemi-':?z ;;-:;um-
reign stamps) -- >.i :
FREE with Bergas Fooket "

FE T e —_ gy S\ b G- -

iy ZENIYH CO., Dept. }S$-9

81 Willoughby $t., Brooklyn 1, N, 7,

-

v Bargain Packet of 331 stanips plw T
clopedia of Stamps. Frice, 25¢

wonannStamp Collector's Ouifit—$1.98
............ 1000 World-Wide Stamps—$1.50
Also include Bargui« Appravaiz for %+¢ suemination.
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